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Voices

Traveling from the Library

HAO Kazuki

Everybody has a long history with the library. It's like an
old friend from our childhood at the elamentary school. The
elementary school's library was a mysterious place in
which even children who liked to be noisy would become
quiet. Now as a graduate student, I have enjoyed that
frieudship with libraries which began from the elementary
school days.

How many libraries have I visited by now? Out of the
numerous libraries I have visited, Yoshida-South Library,
which is affectionately known as Shoyo-Kan is one of my
favorites. Of course part of the reason is that it is the library
which I belong to as a graduate student of Graduate School
of Advanced Integrated Studies in Human Survivability
(GSAIS). It allows graduate students to borrow up to 10
books from the open stacks for a period of a month. This is
a very generous lending period and certainly a big incentive
to borrow books. However, that is not the only reason why
I like this library. Another reason is that I really feel that
the people who frequent this library have a desire to
improve their studies in a broad way.

Why did I decide to come over to Shoyo-Kan ? If I really
thought about this question, the answer is not actually “to
seek knowledge.” To get the necessary knowledge for my
current research on economics, basically I could look up
research papers on economics that are accessible on the
Internet, or it would be easier to gather materials from the
library of the Graduate School of Economics. So why, then?
I think it because, in this space, it is easy to cross the
borders between each discipline.

A library always has rules for classifying and arranging
books. It is a well-known fact that most libraries in Japan
follow the classification method called the “Nippon Decimal
Classification,” which is provided by the Japan Library
Association. Under this system most of the books are
classified under three-digit numbers. For example, if one
wanted to look up something on international economics,
the number is 333 (or more precisely, 333.6). At a large
library, one bookshelf is often filled with books just for one
classification. Also, the libraries of graduate schools are
comprised mostly of books regarding that school's course of
study. Yet compared to those kinds of places, Shoyo-Kan is
a compact library that has arranged books relating to a

broad variety of disciplines. Just by walking a little through

the library, you'll see books on a variety of fields. One can
easily pick up a book about a field that is different from
their own specialty. This might be what I like about the
place.

When someone is immersed into specialized research,
they get to develop the research deeper. This is essential as
a researcher. Or rather, that is naturally what a researcher
should be doing. However, when I look at today's society,
there are many areas where a single discipline is not
enough to resolve the problems we face. For example, in
my research on the development of developing countries
and energy problems, one could say that they are
extremely complex areas. They cannot be resolved just
with a simple economic approach. It is important not just to
analyze "what it is" but how to implement "what should be
done."

GSAIS was established with this awareness. People have
been sounding the alarm that science has become so
specified that it could not be applied to other areas.
However, we could not find any efforts to construct an
integrated academic discipline to address that. It is also
said that academia/scholars are too focused as jobs. What
is important is how we build a bridge between academia
and soclety. I am currently working on attempts to deal
with this kind of situation.

Even as you deepen your own specialty, in order to be
able to apply this to society without being constrained just
by that one area, it is essential to have the desire to make
the library a nest for the acquisition of a broad range of
knowledge. I want to make the Shoyo-Kan as my own nest
and based on reading books regardless of the field, and
materials regardless of the field, put my own ideas into
practice in society and travel through the world.

Ph.D Student at the Graduate School of Advanced
Integrated Studies in Human Survivability (GSAIS)

Karin : Kyoto University Yoshida-South Library Bulletin No.9 2016

09



