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Self  Introduction

• Born in Tokyo

• 1 years old: Move to San Francisco 
Bay Area, California

• Undergraduate degree: Comparative 
literature from Georgetown 
University (Washington, D.C.)

• Copy-editor

• 2017: Enter Shishukan to study 
artificial intelligence

• Today: Studying migration in 
Southeast Asia using data science 
techniques

Photos (top to bottom): 
View of San Francisco from Dolores Park (SF Parks, 2019); 
Georgetown University (Washington.org, 2019)



Who is a migrant?

• UN: “a person who moves a country 
other than that of  his or her usual 
resident for a period of  at least a year 
(12 months)” (UN Data Glossary, 2019)

• IOM: “any person who is moving or 
has moved across an international 
border or within a State away from 
his/her habitual place of  residence, 
regardless of  (1) the person’s legal 
status; (2) whether the movement is 
voluntary or involuntary; (3) what the 
causes for the movement are; or (4) 
what the length of  the stay is” (IOM, 
2019).

• Includes
• People who move for work
• Refugees
• International Students
• Internal migrants
• People with and without legal status in the 

country
• Seasonal migrants



Why do attitudes towards migrants matter?

• Importance to populist party 
platforms around the world

• Questions of  national identity and 
national sovereignty

• Economic impacts

• For migrants, feeling of  belonging 
and security

• For societies, social cohesion

Far right protestors in Slovakia. (Wyke, 2015, 

September 13).



Mayda (2006) “Who is against immigration?”

• Multi-country study

• Are people’s attitudes towards 
immigrants determined by mostly 
economic or noneconomic 
considerations?

• Data
• International Social Survey Programme

Survey 1995 (22 countries)
• World Values Survey 1995-7 (44 countries)

• Methodology: Logistic regression

• Findings

• Skill level (economic) of  individual is most 
important in determining attitude towards 
immigrants

• Non-economic determinants correlate with 
attitudes, but do not outweigh economic 
determinant

• Models improve for ISSP data, which is mostly 
developed, Western countries

• ISSP: 8 – 25% R-squared 

• WVS: 6 – 8% r-squared 

Can we improve on these models by grouping countries with similar determinants?

What can these groupings tell us about how different migration experiences affect attitudes?



Migration in Thailand

• 3.5 million migrants in Thailand in 
2017 (UN DESA, 2018)

• ~96% come from Myanmar, Lao 
PDR, and Cambodia (CLMV 
countries) (UN DESA, 2018)

• Only 112,834 (2.3%) are 
considered high-skilled (ILO, 
2014)

• Registration policy in 2003

Intra-ASEAN Migration (2017)
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Data source: UN DESA, 2018



Study outline
• Research question: What are the economic and non-economic 

determinants of  attitudes towards immigrants in Thailand? 

• Research purpose: To better understand individuals’ attitudes towards 
immigrants in order to craft integration and migration policies which are 
amenable to natives and migrants

• Data: World Values Survey, 2013
• 1126 respondents

• Dependent variable
• “On this list are various groups of  people. Could you please mention any that 

you would not like to have as neighbors?”

V39. Immigrants/foreign workers



Methodology

1. Economic variables

1. Highest education achieved

2. Non-economic variables
1. Chi-squared test to eliminate 

equally distributed variables

2. Linear regression

3. Logistic regression

4. Expand to other countries

Data source: World Values Survey (2013)



Findings

• Economic factors: Not significant

• Non-economic variables: 4 significant variables

NON ECONOMIC 

VARIABLES

SIGNIFICA

NT?

RELATIONSHI

P

SUMMARY

Tradition Yes Negative Respondents who valued tradition were less 

accepting of  immigrants

Government confidence Yes Negative Respondents with greater confidence in their 

government were less accepting of  immigrants

Importance of  democracy Yes Positive Respondents for whom living in a democracy 

was important were less accepting of  

immigrants

Job worry Yes Negative Respondents who worried more about losing 

their job were less accepting of  immigrants



Data source: World Values Survey (2013)



UNESCO Bangkok
(January – May 2019)

• Water, Energy and Disaster Management for Sustainable Development 
(WENDI) grant 

• Educational Innovation and Skill Development, Lifelong Learning and 
Literacy

• Non-formal learning for migrant children in learning centers

• ICT in technology – LearnBig App and COIN



Future Plan

Study steps

1. Complete logistic regression 

2. Expand study to as many as 60 
countries

3. Clustering

Research steps

2020: Masters degree

2020: Fourth year internship – IOM 
Thailand

2021: Ph.D. 

Thank you for your attention!
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